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Problems 
Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. 

Revelation 13:10 
 
When life caves in, we are to seek God in our problem.  
God has a plan for every life by which he will bring 
good out of evil. 
 

From “Flowers of God’s Grace” 
By Catherine Marshall 

Parish Groups & Activities 
 

Mothers' Union - contact Dorothy Olney - 
     4th Wednesday, 10.00am St. Peter’s Hall 
   

Women's Guild -  Coolangatta - contact  
 Joyce Paxton - 1st Wednesday, 9.00am 
 

Women's Guild - Palm Beach - contact 
 Anne Thew - 2nd Wednesday, 10.00am 
 

Study Groups - contact - Fr. Ken - 5534 2115 
 Monday, 7.00 pm Olneys’ Home, Tugun 
    Tuesday  10.30am - St. Paul's 

      2.00pm - Fr. Ben Clarke's home 
       Thursday 7.00pm - St Paul's 
 

  Christianity Explained -  contact Mary Adams 
 

  Bethel Study - contact Jean Durrant 
 

  Singing Groups - St. Peter's - Thursday 3.00pm 
  contact - Betty Nissen- 5534 3606 
     St. Paul's - Thursday 2.00pm 
    contact - Les Bailey - 5535 3615 
 

  Youth Groups -   St. Peter’s - Wednesday 7.00pm 
             contact Rebekah  -  0410 993 726 
     
  Playgroup -  St. Paul’s Hall—Friday 
10.00am 
   contact Pat Bailey  - 5535 3615 

Parish Councilors: 
 
Wardens: Adrian Rogers 
 Bill Whale 
 Geoff Olney 
 

Minute Secretary: Pat Bailey 
 

Treasurer: Richard Short 
 

Councilors: Pat Bailey 
 Ray Gibbons  Betty Nissen  
 Margaret Noske Margaret Nowland 
 Debbie ShambrookDi  Smith 
 Geoff Richards Ken Stafford 
 

Synod Reps: Bill Whale   
    Geoff Olney      

Parish Nominators: Dawn Clarke 
 Robert Lowe Geoff Olney    

Deanery Council Betty Nissen 
Reps. Geoff Olney 
 
Priest’s Appoint.: Rebekah Berkhout 
 

 

Priest in Charge: 
   The Rev'd Ken Spreadborough 
  Phone: 07 5534 2115 - office 
   07 5525 0555 - a/h  
 

Youth Ministry Assistant: 
  Miss Rebekah Berkhout 
  Phone: 0410 993 726 
 

Lay Ministry Assistant: 
  Mr. Richard Short - 
  Phone:  07 5534 2115 - Thu/Fri 
 

 

Parish Office: 
  St. Paul’s Church 
  69 Palm Beach Av, Palm Beach  
  Phone: 07 5534 2115 
  E-mail:  anglicanparish@bigpond.com 
  Webpage:  www.geodor.net 
 

Office Hours: 
  9.00 am - 12.noon - Monday to Wednesday                       
  9.00 am - 5.00 pm - Thursday & Friday 
 

Admin Secretary: 
   Mrs Margaret Noske 
   Parish Office - 07 5534 2115  
   Monday  9.00am - 12noon. 
 

Services: 
  St. Peter's Coolangatta   
   - Holy Communion: 
     Sunday - 7.00 am 
           Wednesday - 7.00  am- not 3rd  
       3rd Wednesday  –10.00 am 
 

  St. Paul's Palm Beach  
   - Holy Communion: 
         Sunday - 8.45 am 
         Wednesday - 9.00 am  

 

Wedding, Baptisms and Funerals: 
         -  by appointment 
           Contact Fr. Ken: 5534 2115 

Postage Stamps 
Thank you to those who have been saving the stamps from your 
letters.  The Anglican Board of Mission, Australia has a market for 
used stamps.  Daisy Lowe collects them all as they arrive, and when 
she has a box full, we forward them to ABM. If you tear the stamps 
off the envelope, leave a small margin of paper, then drop them into 



 
 By the time you read this, 
we will know the result of 
the Queensland State 
Election.  I don’t know about 
you, but, as a Christian, I 
become very worried at some 
of the attitudes, actions and 
words expressed during these 
periods. 
 
I was aware of outright lying, 
of misrepresentation by 
partial quoting, of negativity 
expressed in so many 
advertisements, of the huge 
waste of resources when we 
received up to 10 pieces of 
election  materials from the 
one candidate, often with two 
to the one family, of 
promises made and the 
allegations of promises 
broken. 
 
What would an election be 
like based purely on 
Christian principles  - no lies 
(only the truth), no negative 
slights against an opponent 
( love one another), promises 
made that will be kept, being 
aware of the effect on the 
paper industry of so much 
paper warfare, as well as the 
exceptional, unnecessary 
costs of so much “mailing 
out”, and finally, total 
integrity of all candidates. 
 
We wouldn’t recognize it as 
an election campaign !!! 
 
I even long for an election 
without a campaign at all !!! 
 
However, it does serve to 
remind us of the standards of 
integrity expected of each of 
us as Christians.  The Sunday 
readings late l y have 
reminded us of that !! 
 
Should we ever feel the need 
to be a politician, may we be 
known for honesty and 
integrity. 

That subject, 
brings us to 
the situation 
of the car 
park at St 
P e t e r ' s .   
Those of us 
w h o 
arranged for 
the work to 
be done, did 
so, in faith.  

However, I have been told 
that the reason for all the 
problems is that the 
Emulsion used that should 
have held the road base 
together was diluted by 5 to 
1, and hence, with the rain so 
soon after it was put down, it 
was washed away.  But, it 
has not all washed away, and 
I have been told that, if we 
do nothing, it will continue to 
do so for another 12 months. 
 
My point is the integrity of 
those who did the job.  I 
understand that they would 
have saved less than $200 by 
the dilution !!! 
 
(Parish Council will now 
have to consider what to 
do !!!) 
 
To happier topics. Firstly, the 
changes that Bek has made  
with regard to the Youth 
Groups seems to have 
worked.  She has given us a 
good run-down on page 8, 
but I would like to comment 
on a couple of observations 
from the last couple of 
weeks. 
 
We will have at least one 
adult at St Paul’s on Friday 
nights, to support Bek, and 
help if an emergency arises.  
We have a roster of those 
who are willing to help in 
this way, and would like any 
others willing to be there to 
let me know.  However, I 
was there the other Friday 
night, and was just taking it 
easy, doing some reading 
research in the office, noting 
that the young people were 
drifting between the Church 
and the hall.  Eventually, to 
stretch my legs, I went up to 
the hall to see how the pool, 
table tennis etc was going.  
There were only about two 
there.  I found the others 
sprawled on the floor of the 

Church watching “Moses, 
prince of Egypt” on the big 
screen.  They seemed 
thoroughly engrossed and 
enjoying it, to my surprise. 
 
The following Wednesday, at 
St Peter's, Bek had the group 
looking at the book of 
Exodus, and out of the blue 
asked me to give them a 
quick review of “Exodus”.  
Have you ever tried to do 
that in ten minutes?  I hope I 
succeeded. 
 
My point here is that we have 
young people who can be 
interested in learning about 
the Bible and the Church, if 
we nurture them carefully. 
 
Finally, a few words of 
thanks to the Tugun Theatre 
Company, who very kindly 
donated $1000 to our food 
relief fund from the proceeds 
of their raffles at their 
performances.  This is the 
only “outside” group that has 
agreed to support what we 
are doing here.  I know that 
two  groups attend all of their 
performances, and I ask that 
yo u  m i gh t  co n s i d e r 
supporting them in their 
productions also. 
 

The photo (above) shows me 
accepting the cheque during 
the interval at the play 
“Sylvia’s Wedding”. 
 
 
 

 From 
 Fr. 
 Ken 



Parish Exchange. 
 

The day this issue is out, Sunday, 10th September, will be my last Sunday with 
you for over a month.  Next Sunday, 17th, I will be in Noosa, recovering from 
my son’s wedding there on the day before (16th).  Yes, I am conducting it.  The 
day after, Monday the 18th, Betty and I fly out to Palmerston North, overnight 
there and meet with Fr David for lunch on the Tuesday.  Fr David and his fam-
ily will then fly out here, arriving later that night.  Betty Nissen has agreed to 
meet them at our house and show them around.   I am suggesting that Fr David 
might join the congregation at St Paul's for the 9 a.m. service on the following day (Wednesday) which 
will be celebrated by Fr Reg, share the usual morning tea, and then Betty might show Fr David, and the 
family (perhaps) around the Parish.  Fr David, will have the Parish car to use.  As you will see below, Fr 
David and Sue have three small children so that will be a difference from what you are used to with us.  
I have made as many arrangements for Fr David as I can, with those involved being advised, but I know 
that you will make them welcome and help them in as many ways as you can.  I will return on the eve-
ning of Tuesday, 17th October, and Fr David and his family will leave the following morning. We must 
remember that this is a first in this matter, and our work and observations, later, will be used as a basis 
for anyone else in other parishes who wish to follow suit.  Fr David has sent the following “bio” of him-
self and his family. 
 

A Brief Introduction to the van Oeveren Family. 
 
 We are looking immensely forward to being with you from Wednesday 20 September to Tuesday 
17 October.  So who are we? 
Sue is mother of three & has four part-time jobs.  She does Home-Based Childcare in our home 
(the Vicarage); works for a local Caterer both in the Kitchen & Waitressing; cleans the Church 
Hall; & acts as Verger for funerals etc.  As well as this, she offers ministry in the church running 
our ‘mainly music – preschool music & movement’ & as a Sunday School Teacher. 
Rebekah is 7; she loves school & has recently had fun dancing & swimming.  Anna is 5; she is full 
of life & enjoys school & Pippins.  Alexander is 2; & he likes to climb & explore. 
That leaves me.  I am 37 years old, was Ordained Deacon in 1997 & Priest in 1998.  Having cele-
brated my 7th year of being Priest, combined with Sue & I celebrating our 10th Wedding Anniver-
sary, I thought it a good time to have an Exchange (sabbatical) to shape my ministry for the next 7 
years.  My interests are our family, the Church, & Rotary.  I have been involved in both Kinder-
garten & School Committees with the children, as well as being active in the community with Ro-
tary. 
My (our) dream for an Exchange started 
in 2004, & began to take shape in 
2005.  Now we get to meet you all! 
I approach the Exchange with an open-
ness of heart & mind.  The questions I 
have are very basic:  What, Where, Why, 
Who?  I would like to see what works & 
does not work for you as a Parish, reflect 
on the time I have had in Pahiatua (6 
years), & look to the future ministry I will 
be able to offer by bringing my new found 
knowledge into focus.  I hope that my ap-
proach will be like Rebekah & Anna’s, 
like a sponge wanting to absorb as much 
new life as I can.  Our email 
is  vano@xtra.co.nz  should you wish to 
contact us. 

 



St. Paul’s Ladies’ Guild 
 

                                            
Our  Guild  although  small continues  to  function  well with much support given  by our 
Parishioners. Thank you to all  for your support.     We lost two of our valuable members  Daphne 
Bishop & Dorothy  Cowan . We wish  them well and good health. We are going to miss them as 
they have been very valuable members of our Guild. We have  welcomed 2 new members  to our 
Guild they  are  Joan Warman & Dorothy  Jordan. 
 
Our year is well  under way  in fact we  are practically in our  last quarter of our year. We had a 
most  successful Casserole  Luncheon with much  assistance given by  many people. Attendance  
was very good ; it was lovely to see . All enjoyed  the entertainment  provided by TOM Rendell  
and  Ada Thompson. A special thank you  to Dorothy Cowan   for  doing the flowers  for  the 
tables and providing  our main Raffle. 
 
Once again  we had a very  successful Garage  sale. Many  thanks  to all who assisted  both Friday 
&Saturday and to all who baked  cakes for our stall.  Special  thanks  to John and Ray  who 
provided  a nice  hot breakfast from the  barby many taking advantage of it. 
 
Hopefully  the  Guild / Parish  will be assisting  with SpringFest. We will be providing  and 
serving Devonshire Teas at Currumbin High  School on 30th of September &1st of October . We 
are asking for donations of scones jam and cream . We are hoping to work  a roster  for those who 
are able to work Saturday or Sunday.  We are also looking  for people to sell raffle tickets. as I will 
be away  most of September  into October . I pray that you will get the necessary  support needed. 
 
Do hope  you have all noticed the lovely cupboards in the ante room, which were provided by  the 
Guild ladies. We can use these when we cater for smaller funerals. 
 
Our next function  is  a fashion  parade sponsored by Fay’s Fashions with entertainment  by Tom 
Rendall & Ada Thompson on Wednesday 13th September, 2006. 
                          

                                                                                               Anne Thew  
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What MU has been doing in the last few months? 
 

May meeting was a lot of fun as Enid Graham organised a product presentation of new products in 
the supermarkets given by Joanne Soden - a great time was had by all. We invited the Parishioners 
and were well supported. 
 

June meeting was also a fun month with Gwyneth Clarke standing in for me as I had another 
appointment. (thank you Gwyneth) The members bought along Baby photos to see if they could 
guess who was who. 
 

July was a very busy month with raising money for our Overseas and Northern Outreach. We did 
this with our Hot Pot luncheon. Father Ken took the service in St Peters’s church.  We then went to 

the hall where our speaker Elizabeth Fritz from Blair 
Athol enlightened us on the work they do for the abused, 
addicted and homeless in the community. It sometimes 
takes someone like Elizabeth to remind us all how 
blessed we all are. Once again we were well supported 
by our parishioners. 
 

30th July was a very special Sunday service as we 
admitted our first two male members: Father Ben Clarke 
and Geoff Olney. Several members from St Cuthbert’s 
MU branch came in support of Father Ben which was 
wonderful. Also at the service we welcomed Jean 
Titmarsh who has been in the Parish for some time, but 
had not transferred her MU membership. Jean came 
from Texas Queensland. This was also a wonderful time 

to thank Parish Priest Father Ken and also Father Ben 
for the encouragement and support they give us. We 
presented them each with a Certificate of Appreciation. 
 

2nd August we had wave of prayer at St Paul’s after the 
Wednesday service. Sunday the 6th we had the retiring 
collection for Spiritus Chaplaincy services. Wednesday 
the 9th we had a lovely morning service at St Paul’s for 
Mary Sumner’s Day. Many thanks to Father Reg, who 
took the service for us. 
 

Tuesday 15th Margaret Greer and myself attended the 
council meeting at Webber House. We felt like the bag 

ladies as we carried 
bags of sheets and towels from Central station down to Webber 
house. These were to go to Papua New Guinea to make birthing 
kits. Margaret and I thought we had done our good deed and 
could go back to the train in a more dignified manner but no, 
waiting for us at Webber house was a large box of Christmas 
cards, calendars, diaries, News sheets. Once more we pounded 
the pavement. 
 

23rd August was another lovely meeting starting off with prayers, 
and we were honoured by a visit from our Deanery President 
Irene Daniel and also Dorothy Edwards, President of Surfers 
Paradise. The highlight of the day was the visit from Avis 

Matheson and her husband who came all the way from Beerwah to tell us about the ups and downs 
of writing the Brisbane Diocese MU history book. 
 

Many thanks to all. 
Dorothy Olney 

President 

Fr. Ben  Clarke and Geoff Olney at the time of their admis-
sion to MU, Jean  Titmarsh who was welcomed to our 

Branch together with  Dorothy Olney and Fr. Ken.  

MU members during business meeting 

MU members and guests during Luncheon. 
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We hold Sunday School in the Hall every Sunday except during the School Holidays.  As we enter Our 
Church we turn left and go through the little room and past the office and up the few stairs and then into 
the hall to where our Sunday School is held. 
 
We start at. 8 45am. 
 
We have lessons, and then the children colour in their papers. They make some craft to suit the lesson 
which we then take up to the Altar to be blessed and shown, when we come into the Church at the time of 
the Offertory Hymn. The children return to their parents and then   come up with them for a blessing while 
their parents take Communion. 
 
Everyone is most welcome! Even if you are only here for the day. 
 
Because of School holidays the last day of Sunday School, for this term, is the 17th September and re-
sumes again on the 14th October. 
 
May God Bless You All. 

 Margaret Barnes  
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This is an eye opener.  Probably we never thought about it nor looked at 
 this Psalm in this way, even though we say it over and over again. 

 
The Lord is my Shepherd ----- that's Relationship! 
I shall not want ----- that's Supply! 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ---- that's Rest! 
He leadeth me beside the still waters ----- that's Refreshment! 
He restoreth my soul ----- that's Healing! 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness ----- that's Guidance! 
For His name sake ----- that's Purpose! 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death ----- that's 
Testing! 
I will fear no evil ----- that's Protection! 
For Thou art with me ----- that's Faithfulness! 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me ----- that's Discipline! 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies ----- 
that's Hope! 
Thou anointest my head with oil ----- that's Consecration! 
My cup runneth over ----- that's Abundance! 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ---- 
that's Blessing! 
And I will ! dwell in the house of the Lord ----- that's Security! 
Forever ----- that's Eternity! 
 

What is most valuable is not what we have in our lives, 
 but WHO we have in our  lives 

 

Contributed by Adrian Rogers 



Well it is that time again, when I have the opportunity to share with 
you all, the amazing things that God is doing through my work. 
Firstly I would like to thank everyone who supported me through all 
the changes that were implemented, it was greatly appreciated. Self 
reflection is an extremely useful tool, it enables us to look at what we 
have done that has worked and what hasn't worked as well. With this 
it was my plan to continue the programs that were working well and 
a d j u s t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w e r e  
struggling, to help them become more successful. This was an excit-

ing task, and the results have been amazing. 
 
 Firstly the youth group, which is now a Discipleship group is going so well, the kids that attend 
this group have grown so much more in the last 2 months than they have ever since they have 
been a part of this group. They are well on their way in seeking and deepening their relationship 
with Christ. Praise God for giving me the opportunity to guide these young people and be a wit-
ness to their amazing journey. The 'Drop In Centre' is going just the way I planned, the kids love 
the resources that have been provided for them, they have been running around telling all their 
friends how great it is, this is a great space to show young people who Christ is through the way 
we live. We have had 5 nights so far and have increased in number every week, altogether we 
have had approx 8 new young people that have been in contact with the group. The first week we 
had 5 young people, then 8, 9, 10, and had 10 again the week just gone. Here is just two of the 
many positive comments the kids have written down as they leave: 

 

. Thankyou! I haven't laughed that much in months 

. Great way to spend my Friday nights thankyou! 
 
I am very pleased with the progress of this group and I know with God's help it will continue to 
grow even further. I am still continuing with Palm Beach Currumbin High School, Elanora Pri-
mary, Kids Hope, Sails etc. I am still working closely with Lance Foley at Miami High, we are 
working together on  developing some high school groups in Miami and another 'Drop In Centre' 
at Burleigh. This year I have been asked to play a bigger part in the organization of Schoolies, on 
behalf on Scripture Union, which is a fantastic opportunity to network and build further relation-
ships with young people. We are also looking at setting up the Café Church Services at  Coolan-
gatta in October which the young people are looking forward to. Please continue to pray for me 
and my work, the power of prayer still blows me away! Praise God once again for all he is doing 
within these churches. 
 
God Bless 
 
Bek 
 
Below is a poem that a young person from the Youth group 
wrote.  I read it out at a service and it was requested by a 
few people from the congregation. 
 

God is Alive 
 

God is there 
I feel him close 
He’s always there 
When I need him most 
 
He looks at me with eyes of wisdom 
And always hears me with ears that listen 
I know he’s there in my heart 
Because we will never fall apart 
 
You showed us the right way to live 
And taught us not to be greedy but always to give 
To give is better than to receive 
Your heart turns fuzzy 
And you know God is pleased.          Ashley Massey 

 

Youth Ministry  



Religious Education in  
State Schools 
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Playgroup 
 
Firstly, I must thank everyone for the many visits, phone calls, cards, flowers, books, videos and 
phone calls received since breaking my ankle on 18th June.  This helped so much with my recovery 
and Les and I cannot thank you enough. 
 
Thanks must also be given to Dorothy Olney and June Davidson for their invaluable help and assis-
tance with the Playgroup in my absence.  On behalf of the Mums and myself we thank you most sin-
cerely for keeping the Playgroup going for the six weeks I was away. 
I was welcomed back to Playgroup with such love and affection and I experienced such a feeling of 
belonging. 
 
The Playgroup provides a place for our Mums and children to get together once a week and enjoy 
friendship and encouragement.  Over the months since we first began close friendships have devel-
oped and when a Mum leaves the Playgroup we miss them very much.  Michelle (one of our founder 

members) recently left to return to work and we wish her all 
the very best.  Good Luck Michelle, we will miss you. 
 
In July we were delighted that a new member of our Play-
group was baptized at St. Paul’s.  Sophia who is three years 
old became a member of the church and Sumer could not wait 
to see her new friend being baptized.  It was a wonderful oc-
casion enjoyed by all who witnessed it.  Welcome to the 
church Sophia, Sumer looks forward to being at Sunday 
School with you whenever you are able to attend. 
 
As the summer months 
approach we are looking 
forward to going outside 
into the garden.  We re-
cently received a dona-

tion which has enabled us 
to purchase a slide which we plan to erect with the help of the 
‘Playgroup Dads’.  Thank you to that wonderful person who 
made this donation. The children will have many happy times in 
the garden because of your kindness. 
 
With Gods blessing long may our Playgroup continue to provide 
a much needed service to the community. 

 
Yours in Christ 

Pat Bailey 

Sophia watching with great interest as the baby before 
her is being baptized. 

Sofia ready for her turn. 
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Holy Spirit, speak through me, 
so all lost souls can plainly see, 
not my will, but God's I seek. 

Your word's are strong, 
where mine are weak. 

 

Holy Spirit, teach me love, 
so those that hate can climb above. 

I know that love, it is the key, 
so this I pray, show love through me. 

 

Holy Spirit, help me give, 
so those without, through You may live. 

To give to those who are in need, 
to share my goods, but not in greed. 

 

Holy Spirit, make me wise, 
feed me knowledge, my heart it cries. 

To understand what I don't know, 
please make me wise, so I may grow. 

 

Holy Spirit, help me trust, 
to lean on You, in times I must. 

My faith will grow each time I do. 
Please build my trust, my trust in you. 

 

Holy Spirit, take my pride, 
humble me and be my guide. 

First comes pride, and then the fall. 
Let me pride in You, or none at all. 

 

Holy Spirit, make me bold, 
to spread the news, the scriptures hold. 
To speak out loud, to those that hear, 
our God is love, they must not fear. 

 

Holy Spirit, this I pray, 
fill me up this very day. 

To have the power, with You be strong, 
to make things right, where they are wrong. 

 

Holy Spirit, let me shine, 
with Jesus Christ, this life of mine, 
that other souls will soon find out, 

what serving God is all about. 
 

Contributed by Richard Short 

�

Anglican Parish of Coolangatta-Palm Beach 
 

You are invited to the  
 

Blessing of the Bell  
 

by Bishop Ron Williams 
 

at 
St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 

 Lanham St, Coolangatta 
 

 on Saturday 14th October, 2006 at 
10.30am. 

 

Refreshments and  
Fellowship  

to follow the Service 
 

Please note 
change of date. 

One day a man went to visit a church.  He got 
there early, parked his car and got out.  Another 
car pulled up and the driver got out and said, “I 
always park there!  You took my place!” 
 
The visitor went inside for Sunday school, found 
an empty seat and sat down.  A young lady from 
the Church approached and stated, “That’s my 
seat!  You took my place!”  The visitor was 
somewhat distressed by this rude welcome, but 
said nothing.   
 
After Sunday School, the visitor went into the 
Church and sat down.  Another member walked 
up to him and said, “That’s where I always sit!  
You took my place!”   The visitor was even 
more troubled by this, but said nothing. 
 
Later,  as the congregation 
was praying for Christ to 
dwell among them, the visitor 
stood up, and his appearance 
began to change.  Horrible 
scars became visible on his 
hands and on his sandaled 
feet.  Someone from the con-
gregation noticed him and 
called out, “What happened to 
you?’  the visitor replied, as 
his hat became a crown of 
thorns, and a tear fell from his 
eye,  “I took your place.” 

An old man once told me, 
If success, you want to find, 
The clouds of doubt that bar your way, 
Are illusions of the mind. 
 

Your failures are your stepping stones, 
That lead your way ahead, 
It takes courage to walk along the road 
Where the fainthearted never tread. 
 

From a card given to Fr Ken, as he left teaching  
to begin his Ministry, December, 1997 



Around the World in 35 Days 
 

Greeting in Jesus’ name from Hong Kong as I start this letter!  I have called this mission trip: 
“Around the World in 35 Days”.  Here are some of my observations and news since leaving Austra-
lia on 3rd July. 
 
Canada-Beauty and Decadence: Some godly young adults met in HK last year drove me to the 
mighty Niagara Falls, truly a magnificent part of God’s creation as 600 people (with blue raincoats) 
per boat felt the spray right under the falls themselves. Large minorities from Asia and India live in 
Toronto. The Christian influence is strong too, but so is Satanic influence. I was taken up Church 
Street. A rainbow symbol was on every dwelling. The “gay pride” parade is second to San Francisco 
with Sydney third in the world. If preachers were to rebuke this trend publicly (from Romans 1), 
they would be jailed. I include this sin in my high school curriculum at the Gold Coast to prevent 
many such spiritual tragedies in Australia.  
 
Museum hints at Bible Truth: In the Royal Ontario Museum, I noted that it is believed the first 
Americans came via the Asia-Alaska ice bridge. This accords with the Genesis record. Chapter 10 
says of Noah’s sons, Ham went towards Africa, Shem stayed in Asia, and Japheth went to Europe. I 
think that from Shem came Jews, Arabs, Chinese and “red Indians” as early civilization ventured 
east. It will be a thrill to learn in heaven what really did happen! 
 
Hungary: The World Christian Endeavour Convention 
This was a great occasion as nearly 30 nations and 600 people came together at Godollo University 
to pack the hall each night. Stories were told of the persecution during the Communist era. CE was 
targeted as a very effective tool in spreading Christian leadership, so it was particularly persecuted. 
Only one man from India came as a delegate. He applied early. When 30 others wanted visas, the 
militant Hindu government investigated and refused to issue visas for a Christian happening. On the 
Saturday night, the Indian man, first to leave the meeting to walk back to the student 
accommodation, was stabbed in the back by a man who came out of the shadows. He flew home on 
time, after his release from hospital. 70% of delegates were young adults. 
 

Results of Atheism: The fool has said in His heart: There is no 
God. (Psalm 53:1) The whole of Eastern Europe is getting back to 
normality after 40 years of totalitarian rule. Rough roads, rusty 
railings and peeling paint in BudaPest are symptomatic of deeper 
pain. Australians who want to destroy RE in schools and parents 
who forbid children to do Bible lessons, take note. 
 
Hong Kong: More souls saved  I was warmly welcomed back by 
the church where I taught 
English/Bible last year. A 
translator interpreted my speech 
sentence by sentence as I told of 
the emerging economic giant that 
is China and the springboard into 
China which is Hong Kong. 
Again at the YMCA camp, about 
100 out of 400 campers went out 
to commit their lives to Jesus 
Christ. 550 enrolled in the 

English classes in 12 of the Swatow churches network. My class 
had 6 students (aged 15), as schools are also competing for vacation 
activities. It is an effort for them to speak English, but it is the 
means to promotion and common communication throughout the 
world. Pray for Christians as pagan temples abound. I saw people 
burning fake paper money in 10 gallon tins, to ward off ghosts, in 
the back alleys on HK Island (1 Aug.).  Idols mean the place is full 
of oppressive demons from hell, but God is working! (I arrived 
back in Australia on 6th August and hope to show lots of photos 
later.) Thank you all for praying for my world trip! 
 

Geoffrey A. Richards     
 

 

Geoff’s class in Hong Kong shows the two 
teacher aides who helped with the interpretation 

of Cantonese. 

Loretta Yu who was a member of our con-
gregation when she  studied in Australia. 
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Find-a-Word 
Find 12 Old Testament Books. 

Bible Questions: 



 

 
From   Revfun. 

Susie Sunshine asked her Sunday School class 
to draw pictures of their favourite Bible stories.  
She was puzzled by Jimmy’s picture, so she 
asked him which story it was meant to represent.  
“The flight into Egypt” said Jimmy.  “I 
see….and that must be Mary, Joseph and Baby 
Jesus,”  Ms Susie said, but who’s the fourth 
person?”  “Oh”, said Jimmy, “that’s Pontius-the 
Pilot”. 
 
An exasperated mother, whose son was always 
getting into mischief finally asked him, “how do 
you expect to get into heaven?”  The boy 
thought it over and said, “well, I’ll just run in 
and out and in and out and keep slamming the 
door until St. Peter says “for heaven’s sake, 
Jimmy come in or stay out.” 
 
A nursery school teacher was delivering a 
station wagon full of kids home one day when a 
fire trust zoomed past.  Sitting in the front seat 
of the fire truck was a Dalmation dog.  The 
children started discussing the dog’s duties.  
“They use him to keep crowds back” said one 
youngster.  “No”, said another “he’s just for 
good luck.”  A third child brought the argument 
to a close saying, “They use the dogs,” she said 
firmly, “to find the fire hydrant.” 
 
When the mother returned from the grocery 
store, her small son pulled out the box of animal 
crackers he had begged for, and then he spread 
the animal shaped crackers all over the kitchen 
counter.  “What are you doing?” his Mum 
asked.  “The box says you can’t eat them if the 
seal is broken,” the boy explained.  “I’m looking 
for the seal.” 
 
A priest is walking down the street one day 
when he notices a very small boy….trying to 
press a doorbell on a house across the street.  
However, the boy is very small and the doorbell 
is too high for him to reach.  After watching the 
boys efforts for some time, the priest moves 
closer to the boy’s position.  He steps smartly 
across the street, walks up behind the little 
fellow and placing his hand  kindly on the boys 
shoulder leans over and gives the doorbell a 
solid ring.  Crouching down to the child’s level, 
the priest smiles benevolently and asks, “And 
now what, my little man.?”  To which the boy 
replies, “Now we RUN.” 
 
At age 5 my oldest son proceeded to inform his 

grandmother that we as a family will never 
come to visit again as Daddy thinks the only 
excitement you get here is when the school bus 
opens and closes it doors. 
 
A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “What 
was Jesus’ mother’s name?”  One child 
answered, “Mary.”  The teacher then asked, 
“Who knows what Jesus’ father’s name was?”  
A little kid said, “Verge.”  Confused, the teacher 
asked “Where did you get that?”  The kid said 
“Well, you know they are always talking about 
Verge and Mary. 
 
I called my daughter long distance just to say 
hello.  She had had a particularly rough day with 
her two boys, then aged nine months and three 
years.  When I asked her how she was, she 
replied wearily, “I don’t know, Mom.  I keep 
hoping I’m just the baby sitter and that their 
parents will come home soon. 
 
Why did God make mothers?  She’s the only 
one who knows where the scotch tape is.  
Mostly to clean the house.  To help us out of 
there when we were getting born. 
 
Mike was in BIG trouble.  He forgot his wife’s 
wedding anniversary.  “Tomorrow’, his wife 
angrily told him, “there had better be something 
in our driveway that goes from zero to 200 in 
two seconds flat.”  The next morning, she 
looked outside and saw a small package in the 
driveway.  She brought it inside and opened 
it….. And found a brand new bathroom scale. 
Funeral services for Mike have been set for next 
Monday. 
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Not for adult Baptisms !!! 

God doesn’t look at how much we do, 
but with how much love we do it. 

Mother Teresa 

¨ One good turn … gets most of the blankets 
¨ A closed mouth … gathers no feet 
¨ It’s hard not to meet expenses … they’re eve-

rywhere 


