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St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:St. Peter’s Coolangatta:            
   
                              Christmas Eve: Saturday,  24th December:Christmas Eve: Saturday,  24th December:Christmas Eve: Saturday,  24th December:                     6.00 pm 6.00 pm 6.00 pm                Christmas Time for Kid’s Christmas Time for Kid’s Christmas Time for Kid’s 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               11.00pm  11.00pm  11.00pm           Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion   
   
                              Christmas Day:  Sunday,     25th December:Christmas Day:  Sunday,     25th December:Christmas Day:  Sunday,     25th December:               7.00 am    7.00 am    7.00 am          Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion   
   
                              Boxing Day:       MoBoxing Day:       MoBoxing Day:       Monday,   26th December:nday,   26th December:nday,   26th December:               7.00am     7.00am     7.00am           Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion                           
                                                         [St. Stephen’s Day][St. Stephen’s Day][St. Stephen’s Day]   
   
   
St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:St. Paul’s Palm Beach:            
   
                              Christmas Eve:Christmas Eve:Christmas Eve:            Saturday,  24tSaturday,  24tSaturday,  24th December:h December:h December:            6.00pm 6.00pm 6.00pm                   Childrens’  Pyjama ServiceChildrens’  Pyjama ServiceChildrens’  Pyjama Service   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               11.30 pm 11.30 pm 11.30 pm          Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion   
   
                              Christmas Day:Christmas Day:Christmas Day:         Sunday 25th December:Sunday 25th December:Sunday 25th December:                           8.45am8.45am8.45am                     HoHoHoly Communionly Communionly Communion   
   
                              Boxing Day:Boxing Day:Boxing Day:                        Monday 26th December:Monday 26th December:Monday 26th December:                     9.00am9.00am9.00am                     Holy Holy Holy    CommunionCommunionCommunion   
                                                         [St. Stephen’s Day][St. Stephen’s Day][St. Stephen’s Day]   
����

����
����
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Parish Groups & ActivitiesParish Groups & ActivitiesParish Groups & ActivitiesParish Groups & Activities    
    

Mothers' Union Mothers' Union Mothers' Union Mothers' Union ----    contact contact contact contact Dorothy OlneyDorothy OlneyDorothy OlneyDorothy Olney    ----    
                    4th Wednesday, 10.00am 4th Wednesday, 10.00am 4th Wednesday, 10.00am 4th Wednesday, 10.00am St. Peter’s HallSt. Peter’s HallSt. Peter’s HallSt. Peter’s Hall    
                        

Women's GuiWomen's GuiWomen's GuiWomen's Guildldldld    ----  Coolangatta   Coolangatta   Coolangatta   Coolangatta ---- contact  contact  contact  contact     
                        Joyce PaxtonJoyce PaxtonJoyce PaxtonJoyce Paxton    ---- 1st Wednesday, 9.00am 1st Wednesday, 9.00am 1st Wednesday, 9.00am 1st Wednesday, 9.00am    
    

Women's GuildWomen's GuildWomen's GuildWomen's Guild    ---- Palm Beach  Palm Beach  Palm Beach  Palm Beach ---- contact contact contact contact    
                        Anne ThewAnne ThewAnne ThewAnne Thew    ---- 2nd Wednes 2nd Wednes 2nd Wednes 2nd Wednesday, 10.00amday, 10.00amday, 10.00amday, 10.00am    
    

Study Groups Study Groups Study Groups Study Groups ----    contact contact contact contact ---- Fr. Ken  Fr. Ken  Fr. Ken  Fr. Ken ---- 5534 2115 5534 2115 5534 2115 5534 2115    
                        Monday, 7.00 pm Olney’s, TugunMonday, 7.00 pm Olney’s, TugunMonday, 7.00 pm Olney’s, TugunMonday, 7.00 pm Olney’s, Tugun    
                Tuesday  10.30am Tuesday  10.30am Tuesday  10.30am Tuesday  10.30am ---- St. Paul's St. Paul's St. Paul's St. Paul's    

                                                                                                   2.   2.   2.   2.00000pm 0pm 0pm 0pm ---- Fr. Ben Clarke's home Fr. Ben Clarke's home Fr. Ben Clarke's home Fr. Ben Clarke's home    
       Thursday 7.00pm        Thursday 7.00pm        Thursday 7.00pm        Thursday 7.00pm ---- St Paul's St Paul's St Paul's St Paul's    
    

  Christianity Explained   Christianity Explained   Christianity Explained   Christianity Explained ----     contact Mary Adams contact Mary Adams contact Mary Adams contact Mary Adams    
    

        Bethel SBethel SBethel SBethel Study tudy tudy tudy ---- contact Jean Durrant contact Jean Durrant contact Jean Durrant contact Jean Durrant    
    

        Singing Groups Singing Groups Singing Groups Singing Groups ----    St. Peter's St. Peter's St. Peter's St. Peter's ---- Thursday 3.00pm Thursday 3.00pm Thursday 3.00pm Thursday 3.00pm    
                                                                                            contact contact contact contact ---- Coral Cogzell  Coral Cogzell  Coral Cogzell  Coral Cogzell ---- 5534 5941 5534 5941 5534 5941 5534 5941    
                                                                                                                                          St. Pau  St. Pau  St. Pau  St. Paul's l's l's l's ---- Thursday 2.00pm Thursday 2.00pm Thursday 2.00pm Thursday 2.00pm    
                                                                                            contact contact contact contact ---- Les Bailey  Les Bailey  Les Bailey  Les Bailey ---- 5535 3615 5535 3615 5535 3615 5535 3615    
    

  Youth Groups  Youth Groups  Youth Groups  Youth Groups————St. Peter’s St. Peter’s St. Peter’s St. Peter’s ---- Wednesday 7.00pm Wednesday 7.00pm Wednesday 7.00pm Wednesday 7.00pm    
                                                                                                   St Paul’s        St Paul’s        St Paul’s        St Paul’s ---- F F F Friday, 7.00 pmriday, 7.00 pmriday, 7.00 pmriday, 7.00 pm    
                                                                                            contact Rebekah  contact Rebekah  contact Rebekah  contact Rebekah  ----            0410 993 7260410 993 7260410 993 7260410 993 726                                    
                                                                

Parish CouncilorsParish CouncilorsParish CouncilorsParish Councilors����    
    
WardensWardensWardensWardens                                                                                            Adrian RogersAdrian RogersAdrian RogersAdrian Rogers    
                                                                                                                                                Bill WhaleBill WhaleBill WhaleBill Whale    
                                                                                                                                                Betty NissenBetty NissenBetty NissenBetty Nissen    
    

Minute SecretaryMinute SecretaryMinute SecretaryMinute Secretary                                        Pat BaileyPat BaileyPat BaileyPat Bailey    
    

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer                                                                                    Dawn ClaDawn ClaDawn ClaDawn Clarkerkerkerke    
    

CouncilorsCouncilorsCouncilorsCouncilors                                                                            Ray GibbonsRay GibbonsRay GibbonsRay Gibbons
                                    Robert Lowe Robert Lowe Robert Lowe Robert Lowe                         Margaret NoskeMargaret NoskeMargaret NoskeMargaret Noske
                                    Robert NowlandRobert NowlandRobert NowlandRobert Nowland        Geoff RichardsGeoff RichardsGeoff RichardsGeoff Richards    
                                    Di SmithDi SmithDi SmithDi Smith                                                    Debbie ShambrookDebbie ShambrookDebbie ShambrookDebbie Shambrook
                                                                                                                                                Ken StaffKen StaffKen StaffKen Staffordordordord    
                    
Synod RepsSynod RepsSynod RepsSynod Reps                                                                        Bill WhaleBill WhaleBill WhaleBill Whale                                        
                                                                                                                                                Geoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff Olney                                                                                                                                                        

Parish NominatorsParish NominatorsParish NominatorsParish Nominators                            Betty Nissen, Betty Nissen, Betty Nissen, Betty Nissen,                     
                                                                                                                                                Adrian RogersAdrian RogersAdrian RogersAdrian Rogers    
                                                                                                                                                Geoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff Olney                                                                        

Deanery Deanery Deanery Deanery CouncilCouncilCouncilCouncil                                        Betty NissenBetty NissenBetty NissenBetty Nissen    
Reps.Reps.Reps.Reps.                                                                                                                Geoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff OlneyGeoff Olney    
    

    

Priest in Charge:Priest in Charge:Priest in Charge:Priest in Charge:    
          The Rev'd Ken Spreadborough  The Rev'd Ken Spreadborough  The Rev'd Ken Spreadborough  The Rev'd Ken Spreadborough    
                    Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:        07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 ---- office office office office    
                                                                        07 5525 0555 07 5525 0555 07 5525 0555 07 5525 0555 ---- a/h a/h a/h a/h            
    

Lay Ministry Assistant:Lay Ministry Assistant:Lay Ministry Assistant:Lay Ministry Assistant:    
                    Mr. Richard Short Mr. Richard Short Mr. Richard Short Mr. Richard Short ----    
                    Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 07 5534 2115 ---- Thu/Fri Thu/Fri Thu/Fri Thu/Fri    
    

Youth Ministry Assistant:Youth Ministry Assistant:Youth Ministry Assistant:Youth Ministry Assistant:    
                    Miss Rebekah BerkhoutMiss Rebekah BerkhoutMiss Rebekah BerkhoutMiss Rebekah Berkhout    
                    Phone: 0410 993 726Phone: 0410 993 726Phone: 0410 993 726Phone: 0410 993 726    
    

Parish Office:Parish Office:Parish Office:Parish Office:    
                    St. PaulSt. PaulSt. PaulSt. Paul’’’’ s Churchs Churchs Churchs Church    
                    69 Palm Beach Av, Palm Beach 69 Palm Beach Av, Palm Beach 69 Palm Beach Av, Palm Beach 69 Palm Beach Av, Palm Beach     
                    Phone: 07 5534 2115Phone: 07 5534 2115Phone: 07 5534 2115Phone: 07 5534 2115    
                    EEEE----mail:  anglicanparish@bigpond.commail:  anglicanparish@bigpond.commail:  anglicanparish@bigpond.commail:  anglicanparish@bigpond.com    
                    Webpage:  www.geodor.netWebpage:  www.geodor.netWebpage:  www.geodor.netWebpage:  www.geodor.net    
    

Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours:    
                    9.00 am 9.00 am 9.00 am 9.00 am ---- 12.noon  12.noon  12.noon  12.noon ---- Monday to Wednesday                        Monday to Wednesday                        Monday to Wednesday                        Monday to Wednesday                       
                    9.00 am 9.00 am 9.00 am 9.00 am ---- 5.00 pm  5.00 pm  5.00 pm  5.00 pm ---- Thursday & Friday Thursday & Friday Thursday & Friday Thursday & Friday    
    

Admin Secretary:Admin Secretary:Admin Secretary:Admin Secretary:    
                    Mrs Margaret NoskeMrs Margaret NoskeMrs Margaret NoskeMrs Margaret Noske    
                    Parish Office Parish Office Parish Office Parish Office ---- 07 5534 2115  07 5534 2115  07 5534 2115  07 5534 2115     
                    Monday  9.00am Monday  9.00am Monday  9.00am Monday  9.00am ---- 12noon. 12noon. 12noon. 12noon.    
    

ServiceServiceServiceServices:s:s:s:    
                    St. Peter's Coolangatta  St. Peter's Coolangatta  St. Peter's Coolangatta  St. Peter's Coolangatta      
                                                ---- Holy Communion: Holy Communion: Holy Communion: Holy Communion:    
                                                                         Sunday  Sunday  Sunday  Sunday ---- 7.00 am 7.00 am 7.00 am 7.00 am    
                                                                         Wednesday  Wednesday  Wednesday  Wednesday ---- 7.00  am 7.00  am 7.00  am 7.00  am---- not 3rd  not 3rd  not 3rd  not 3rd         
                                                                                                                        3rd W3rd W3rd W3rd Wednesday  ednesday  ednesday  ednesday  ––––10.00 am10.00 am10.00 am10.00 am    
    

                    St. Paul's Palm Beach St. Paul's Palm Beach St. Paul's Palm Beach St. Paul's Palm Beach     
                                            ---- Holy Communion: Holy Communion: Holy Communion: Holy Communion:    
                                                                  Sunday   Sunday   Sunday   Sunday ---- 8.45 am 8.45 am 8.45 am 8.45 am    
                                                                  Wednesday   Wednesday   Wednesday   Wednesday ---- 9.00 am  9.00 am  9.00 am  9.00 am     

    

WeddWeddWeddWedding, Baptisms and Funerals:ing, Baptisms and Funerals:ing, Baptisms and Funerals:ing, Baptisms and Funerals:    
                                        ----        by appointmentby appointmentby appointmentby appointment    
                             Contact Fr. Ken: 5534 2115         Contact Fr. Ken: 5534 2115         Contact Fr. Ken: 5534 2115         Contact Fr. Ken: 5534 2115    
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I finally found myself 

Though I was never hidden at all 
It just never occurred to me 

To look for anything so small. 
By C.R. Vaivter, 

Victoria B.C. 
Contributed by Brian Talbot. 
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We are now well into the 
season of Advent  -  the 
season of preparation for 
Christmas  -  the time of 
prepari ng onesel f  f or 
celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
and we must not forget, as 
our Sunday Scr i pture 
readings have reminded us, 
that we are also being 
reminded to prepare for the 
final coming of Christ in His 
Glory  -  whenever and 
whenever that may be  -  
God, literally, only knows.  
(Jesus reminded us it was not 
for us to know,)  
 
But it also reminds us that, 
one week after Christmas 
comes the New Year.  How 
many people will have looked 
forward to this (often as 
much as Christmas) and, 
especially during the revelry 
of the New Year’s Eve 
parties make a host of New 
Year Resolutions, most of 
which are forgotten when 
they wake up with a headache 
the following morning. 
 
Yet, as Christians, we too, 
should use this time of 
preparation to look to the 
New Year  -  to make  
Christian resolutions about 
what we are going to do with 
our Christian lives for the 
next year.   
 
Are we going to make a 
greater commi tment to 
serving the Lord?  Are we 
going to look at the skills, 
talents and gifts he has given 
us and make a resolution to 
use them in a better way for 
Him? Are we going to make a 
deeper spiritual commitment 
to increase our prayer and 

study life ? 
Are we going 
t o  b e 
missionaries 
in showing 
others the life 
of Christ in 
our lives? 
 
We can all do 
more than we 

are now - even if is it only to 
increase the intensity of and 
time given to our prayer life. 
 
May I recommend to you, 
that as you make your New 
Year resolutions, that these 
points may affect what you 
decide. 
 
Looking to the New Year, we 
are going to be able to keep 
our Youth Ministry Assistant, 
Rebekah Berkhout employed 
f or  anther  year ,  i n 
conjunction with Burleigh 
Parish and through a grant of 
$12 500 from the Diocesan 
Good Shepherd Fund.  Bek 
has written two articles for 
this issue of the magazine 
(page 12), and I commend 
them both to you. 
 
Again, in the New Year, we 
have been communicating 
with the Rev’d David van 
Oeveren from the Parish of 
Pahiatua near Palmerston 
North in New Zealand about 
the possibility of he and I 
swapping Parishes for one 
month in about September.  

This will have exciting 
possibilities for us all, and is 
ground breaking, being the 
first such possibility since our 
Diocese officially linked with 
the Diocese of Wellington in 
New Zealand. If it goes 
ahead, I will keep you 
informed of progress. Please 
add Dav i d and hi s 
Parishioners to your prayers. 
 
But for Christmas we are 
involved in two new 
activities, both based at St 
Peter's.  For several years, 
now, we have had a very 
successf ul  chi l dr en’ s 
“ Pyj ama”  serv i ce on 
Christmas Eve at St Paul’s.  
This year we are going to 
extend it to St Peter’s.  Our 
Youth Ministry Assistant, 
Rebekah, will lead this, 
assi st ed by  D ebbi e 
Shambrook, wi th Coral 
Cogzell on the new electric 
piano.  There will be no Holy 
Communion at this service 
(there will be at St Paul’s), 
and we hope we can attract 
people to 
come through 
advertising at 
t h e 
Cool angatta 
Communi t y 
C a r o l s 
evening.  Here we have been 
invited to tell the story of 
Christmas using some of the 
words, songs and characters 
f r om “ T he A ni mal s 
Christmas Jazz” .  We have 
also been able to acquire the 
services of a small donkey to 
be a symbolic part of the 
presentation. 
 
With our involvement in 
Wintersun, Springfest, and 
two carols services, we are 
taking a greater role in the 
activities of the community. 
 
I look forward to sharing a 
happy and holy Christmas 
with you all.    
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From an Eighteenth-Century Missal 
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Our committee, although small in number has had a very good year. We 
have received much needed support from the parish. I wish on behalf of the Guild to thank all 
those who assisted us with all our functions also those who donated saleable goods. 
Attendance at our functions have improved and this is very pleasing .  
 
We again combined with St. Peters to work for Wintersun and this was more successful  than 
the previous year  We entered into Springfest and provided devonshire teas for Saturday and 
Sunday. Also we sold many raffle tickets . Thanks to all those ticket sellers and workers.  
Their help was much appreciated . 
 
Thank you to Margaret Watson for donating our Christmas tree which will be placed in the 
church each year. Envelopes are available for parishioners to place cash donations on the tree 
for people in need out west. 
 
Thank you to Fr Ken for chairing our Annual General Meeting.  There is no change in office 
bearers. The committee are: President,  A. Thew; Vice President. Jess Williamson ; Secretary 
and Publicity, Enid Graham, Treasurer, M. Noske.  
 
During the year we donated $7,061 to the Parish and $100 to A.B.M. and still have a balance 
of $2,983.00 in our account. 
 
In closing I wish to thank all the Guild ladies for their support during the year, and to all those 
who suffered any illness during the year I wish you a speedy recovery. 
 
I wish you a healthier and happier new year 
seasons blessings to all. 

                                           � � � � �� � � � ��
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On the 26th October the Mothers’  Union celebrated their 20th anniversary with a Service in St. Peter’s 
followed by a luncheon in the Hall.  Mrs Elizabeth Appleby, MU’s Hon. Vice-President was the guest 
speaker during the service.  This is a brief history of the Mothers’  Union. 
 

On Wednesday morning 24th October 1985, a meeting was held at 
All Saint’s Hall, Tugun to discuss the formation of a Mother’s 
Union Branch in the Parish of Coolangatta. Permission had 
previously been obtained from the Rector, Father David Thomas, by 
Mrs Shirley Britton. An invitation had been extended to the 
Diocesan President of the Mothers’  Union, Mrs Ailsa Selvage, to 
address the meeting and give prospective members a résumé of the 
aims and objects of the MU. Mrs Rose Freeman, the Deanery 
President, accompanied Mrs Selvage. Mrs Shirley Britton thanked 
them on behalf of all those present. Gratitude to Father Max Meaker 
must also be recorded for the Holy Communion service prior to the 
meeting, and his words of praise for the work of MU inspired us all. 
 
Present at the meeting was Mrs Ailsa Selvage, Diocesan President, 
Mrs Rose Freeman Deanery President, and Mesdames Shirley 
Britton, Margaret Barnes, Sue Giles, Betty Bell, Eunice Gook, Beryl 
Hiscocks, Clare Chitts, Carol McCombe, Cora Batfield, Mabel 

Dean, Daisy Lowe, Vera Hoare. It is interesting to note that 
Shirley Britton, Margaret Barnes, Betty Bell, Eunice Gook, 
Beryl Hiscocks, and Daisy Lowe are still current members. 
 
Nominations were called for the position of  President. It was 
moved by Betty Bell, seconded Eunice Gook that Shirley 
Britton be the first President. Shirley accepted the position. 
Betty Bell was nominated for Secretary by Shirley Britton, 
seconded by Carol McCombes. Betty accepted the position. 
Nominations for Treasurer were called. Beryl Hiscocks was 
nominated by Carol McCombe and seconded by Mabel Dean. 
Beryl accepted the position 
. 

The very first Admission 
Service was on Wednesday 
28th May 1986 with seven new members: : : : Clare Chitts, Mary Fulton, 
Eunice Gook, Vera Hoare, Daisy Lowe, Edna Moon, and Joy Moss. 
 
On Wednesday 17th September 1986 two new members, Dorami Keyt, 
wife of our new Rector and Gwyneth Clarke, Former President of 
Stanthorpe MU were inducted. 
 
In the year 2000 a new Rector, Father Ken Spreadborough, arrived, and 
shortly after the Parish name was changed to Coolangatta-Palm Beach. 
Our beautiful Banner which Betty Bell made for us now has Palm 
Beach added to it. Over the twenty years we have been established there 
have been five Presidents: Shirley Britton, Dorami Keyt, Gwyneth 
Clarke, Helen Trotter, and Dorothy Olney, the present incumbent. 
 

Secretaries have been Betty Bell, Pam Kedge, Pat Bailey, and Ellen le Roux, the present Secretary. 
 
Treasurers have been Beryl Hiscocks, Shirley Britton, Margaret Noske, and Margaret Nowland the 
present Treasurer. 
 
It would seem the average term of service on the Executive is some 6 or so years! 
 
Please note:  Since this article was written both Clare Chitts and Eunice Gook have died.  A celebration 
of Eunice’s life was held with a Requiem Mass at St. Peter’s and for Clare a graveside service at Tweed 
Heads.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
    

Daisy Lowe our most senior member cutting 
the Anniversary cake with  
President Dorothy Olney. 

Dorothy Olney receiving a banner  
from  Shirley Beale ,  

 Southern  Region President 

Shirley Britton being presented with 
her 25 year badge by Shirley Beale 
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Atman, Zen, Mishnah, Sharia and Trinity    Atman, Zen, Mishnah, Sharia and Trinity    Atman, Zen, Mishnah, Sharia and Trinity    Atman, Zen, Mishnah, Sharia and Trinity        
    by John Dickson [B.Th. PhD.]     

�
The world is a very religious place. Wherever you look, people are worshipping, praying, believing, 
following, even dying for their faith. But are all faiths the same? Do they call on the same God using 
different names? Are their beliefs simply cultural expressions of the same spiritual longings? 
 
Ever wondered what Islam is really about? Are Buddhists really as gentle and kind as they are reputed 
to be? Hindu? Who and where? Judaism, old, orthodox and modern? What are the differences? Christi-
anity and its variants, opposites and similarities of denominations? Where do these religions fit to-
gether, where do they disagree? How are they related? Who came first? 
 
That is a lot of questions, but they are all questions most of us have asked, or at least wondered about. 
 
Study of comparative religions can be a lifetime study. Many many years ago I studied this as a subject 
at university. It was long and heavy, and turned me off organised religion for quite a while. If they are 
all so alike, why are there hatreds? If there are differences, why can’ t they be resolved? What is so-
called ‘pluralism’? These are the questions I asked myself, and I didn’ t get too many answers.  
 
Oh, how I wish there had been a suitable text that put all this together and give at least some answers. I 
am delighted to find that such a book is available. Enjoyable time spent browsing the shelves of Word 
Bookshop in Southport resulted in my discovery of “A Spectator’s Guide to World Religions”  subtitled 
“An Introduction to the Big Five” . Authored by Australian John Dickson and published by Blue Bottle 
Books, here is a concise summary and description of five religions, in an impartial, and, as the author 
puts it, “  a non-threatening way.”  He also states that there “ is no religious ‘sell’  here, nor criticism of 
any faith” . He succeeds on all counts. The “Big Five”  (in order of presentation) are Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
 
The book is set up in seven logical Parts: “A Word or Two to Spectators” , a Part each for the five relig-
ions, and a closing Part “Letting the Religions have Their Say” . 
 
Each Part is clearly written under sensible sub-headings, and the really interesting section is found at  
the end of the discussion for each religion: an “On a Page”  summary. “Hinduism on a Page”:, 
“Christianity on a Page”  and so on. These provide concise digests of the main points covered in the pre-
ceding section. Don’ t get lazy and just read the “On a Page” : there is too much interesting and learning 
matter in the whole contents. A useful Glossary of Terms rounds off the information (and helped me 
with the title to this review). Want to know more? This book references many relevant web sites for 
further reading.  
 
This is a recent publication. First published in October 2004 it has already been reprinted in February 
2005. The statistics are up to date and referenced. And the statistics them selves are interesting: How 
many Hindus are there? 830 million. Buddhists? 370 million. Jews? 14 million. Christians? 2 billion. 
Muslims? 1 billion.  
 
John Dickson (B Th, PhD) is a Sydney resident Christian author, singer/songwriter, and historian. He 
has succeeded in melding his skills and knowledge into this very readable and informative book. 
 
Blue Bottle Books, Sydney. ISBN 1 920935 42 8 
Copyright 2004, John Dickson 
 
ATMAN: The Hindu soul.   ZEN: Extension of Meditative Buddhism.   MISHNAH: Jewish written 
works preserving God’s spoken instructions to Moses.   TRINITY: Christian doctrine of God 
in three persons.   SHARIA: Muslim concept of God’s law. 
 

Contributed by Geoff OlneyContributed by Geoff OlneyContributed by Geoff OlneyContributed by Geoff Olney    
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The European Commission has just announced an agreement whereby English 

will be the official language of  the European Union rather than German, which was the other 
possibility. 
 
As part of the negotiations, Her Majesty's Government conceded that English spelling had 
some room for improvement and has accepted a 5-year  phase-in plan that would become 
known as "Euro-English". 
 
In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c". Sertainly, this will  make the sivil servants jump 
with joy. The hard "c" will be dropped in favour of "k". This should klear up konfusion, and 
keyboards kan have  one less letter.   
 
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year when the troublesome "ph" will 
be replaced with "f'. This will make words like  fotograf 20% shorter. 
 
In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage 
where more komplikated changes are possible. Governments will enkourage the removal of 
double letters which have always ben a deterent to akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the 
horibl mes of the silent "e" in the languag is disgrasful and it should  go away. 
    
By the 4th yer peopl wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing "th" with "z" and "w" with "v". 
During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd from vords kontaining "ou" and after ziz fifz 
yer, ve vil hav a reil sensibl riten styl. Zer  vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find 
it ezi to understand ech oza. Ze drem of a united crop vil finali kum tru. 
 
If zis mad you smil, pleas pas on to oza pepl. 

Contributed by Helen and Bill LeggeContributed by Helen and Bill LeggeContributed by Helen and Bill LeggeContributed by Helen and Bill Legge    

From a pilot during his welcome message: 
“Qantas airlines is pleased to have some of the 
best flight attendants in the industry.  Unfortu-
nately, none of them are on this flight!”  
 

As the plane landed and was coming to a stop 
at Canberra, a lone voice came over the loud-
speaker: “Whoa, big fella, WHOA!”  
 

Overhead on a flight into Perth, on a particu-
larly windy and bumpy day:  During the final 
approach, the Captain really had to fight it.  
After an extremely hard landing, the Flight 
Attendant said, “Ladies and Gentlemen, wel-
come to Perth.  Please remain in your seats 
with your seat belts fastened while the captain 
taxis what’s left of our airplane to the gate!”  
 

Another flight attendant’s comment on a less 
than perfect landing:  “We ask you to please 
remain seated as Captain Kangaroo bounces 
us to the terminal.”  
 

An airline pilot wrote that in this particular 
flight he had hammered his ship into the run-
way really hard.  The airline had a policy 
which required the first officer to stand at the 
door while the Passengers exited, smile, and 
give them a “Thanks for flying with us.”  He 

said that, in light of his bad landing, he had a 
hard time looking the passengers in the eye, 
thinking that someone would have a smart 
comment.  Finally everyone had left the air-
craft except for a little old lady walking with a 
cane.  She said, “Sonny, mind if I ask you a 
question?”   “Why no Ma’am,”  said the pilot.  
“What is it?” , the little old lady said,  “Did we 
land or were we shot down?” 
 

After a real crusher of a landing in Sydney, 
the Flight Attendant came on with, “Ladies 
and Gentlemen, please remain in your seats 
until Capt. Crash and the Crew have brought 
the aircraft to a screeching halt against the 
gate.  And, once the tyre smoke has cleared 
and the warning bells are silenced, we’ ll open 
the door and you can pick your way through 
the wreckage to the terminal.”  
 

Part of a flight attendant’s arrival announce-
ment: “We’d like to thank you folks for flying 
with us today.  And, the next time you get the 
insane urge to go blasting through the skies in 
a pressurized tube, we hope you’ ll think of 
Qantas.”  

ContributedContributedContributedContributed    
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Our wonderful young people, the “Musical Souls” , have been busily rehearsing, since early Octo-
ber, the 2005 Christmas presentation, “The Animals’  Christmas Jazz” . If you want to restore your 
faith in the younger generation, don’ t miss seeing this. St. Peter’s will be the venue on Friday 16St. Peter’s will be the venue on Friday 16St. Peter’s will be the venue on Friday 16St. Peter’s will be the venue on Friday 16thththth, , , , 
and Saturday 17and Saturday 17and Saturday 17and Saturday 17thththth December at 7:00 p.m.  December at 7:00 p.m.  December at 7:00 p.m.  December at 7:00 p.m. It is your golden opportunity to spread the word. Bring 
your neighbours! Let’s have a full house both nights. 
 

In The Sunday Mail of December 4 we read how certain religious groups have launched an attack 
on Christmas calling for it to be renamed and toned down.  Unless we Christians show others the 
real meaning of Christmas, this could happen in our 
lifetime.  
 
So come along one and all and encourage the cast of 
“The Animals’  Christmas Jazz” . Besides the 10 
youngsters, (a donkey, a cow, a bull, a camel, a horse, 
sheep, a rabbit and a pig) we have a teenage Mary, 3 
adult shepherds, an adult Roman Centurion and an 
adult Joseph. 
 
The window of opportunity we have at the Coolan-
gatta Carols on the beach will feature the “Musical 
Souls”  also. 
 

(The views expressed are those of the author –  
not the editor who takes no responsibility) 
Coral CogzellCoral CogzellCoral CogzellCoral Cogzell                                                                                                                        

Photo shows some of the cast 
at rehearsal    
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Photos of the Wedding attended by Shirley and Adrian. 
Centre, bottom photo—Shirley and Adrian outside St. Andrew’s  Anglican Church where they were married . 
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Pink Ribbon Breakfast:  Pink Ribbon Breakfast:  Pink Ribbon Breakfast:  Pink Ribbon Breakfast:  There are a number of 
women in this Parish who have had a brush with 
breast cancer so on 28th October, over 30 people 
gathered on the patio of Fr Ken and Betty’s home for 
a breakfast to raise funds for Breast Cancer Re-
search.  They were treated to fruit, juice, cereal, sau-
sages, bacon and eggs, followed by tea or coffee.  It 
was  a happy gathering, with many thanks to Ray 
Gibbons for his BBQ skills.  Pink was the dominant 
colour - pink skirts, slacks, bows, ribbons and shirts.  
(Fr Ken looks great in pink !!!).  Ribbons and 
brooches with the breast cancer symbol were on 
sale, and the outcome was that $286 was raised for 
this cause.  Thank you to all who supported this important community service. 
    
Memorial Service:   Memorial Service:   Memorial Service:   Memorial Service:   Each year, John Flynn Hospital Chaplains lead a service of remembrance 
for families of those who were in that Hospital when they died.  As I attended the latest service 
in October, I wondered why we could not have a service of our own, for those families whom 
Fr Ben, Fr Cameron or I had been in contact with, at the time of their loved one’s death.  
Thanks to the co-planning of Fr Ben, Fr Cameron, Geoff Olney and Les bailey, we were able 
to present our first Annual Memorial Service on 27th November, Advent Sunday, the first day 
of the new Church year, and a good day for a start of a new step forward in life.  Between us, 
we had been the celebrant for over 30 funerals. And we wrote to all of their families.  A num-

ber replied that they could not come but 
we had 28 representatives from 10 fami-
lies.  The service consisted of prayer, 
Scripture readings, songs ( thanks to the 
“choir” ) and hymns as well as a time of 
lighting of candles We finished the ser-
vice gathered around  the Pascal Candle 
(the sign of new life), holding hands and 
singing “Rock of Ages.”   A number of 
people expressed their thanks to us as we 
enjoyed afternoon tea later.  I hope we 
may be able to make this an annual 
event, but on the Sunday closest to All 
Soul’s Day. 
    

Sailing with Sailing with Sailing with Sailing with S.A.I.L.S. S.A.I.L.S. S.A.I.L.S. S.A.I.L.S.  The weather on the two days prior to Saturday, 3rd December were 
rainy and overcast.  But the 3rd dawned bright and clear and held that all day as 13 members 
of the Parish set sail on the “Mat C” , the 13 metre catamaran belonging to SAILS (Anglican 
Sailing In Life Skills) ministry.  We set out from Paradise Point and headed for Curran Cove.  
We were joined on board not only by Skipper  Russ McClue, but SAILS helpers Allan, Trevor 
and Pam, a few other adults and two young men,  whom we shall call Abel and Baker, and 
Glen Wallwork from Streetsmart    who was there to help Abel along.  Rebekah and Glen spent 
a lot of time being with both Baker and Abel, and ensured they had a good time, including a 
surprise Birthday cake for Abel.  We all spent a couple of hours at Couran Cove, in the out-
door Chapel, having a barbeque and picnic complete with mosquitoes and stick insects, with a 
couple of wallabies to watch over us and with entertainment provided by a pair of Willy wag-
tails trying to send a Kookaburra on his way 
( he must have been too close to their nest - 
but he was not moving !!) .  Some then felt 
that to have a coffee or drink relaxing on the 
verandah was the way to go (until the got the 
bill!!!). Others had a swim in the heated pool 
or just relaxed for a couple of hours on the “ li-
los”  and watched them.  At 2.30 we wove our 
way back through an armada of boats, both 
powered and sailing out for a Saturday on the 
water.  It was a great day of togetherness.  
Congratulations must go to Daisy Lowe who 
came with us  -  her second effort on the “Mat 
C”   (gives us all hope of going next time), but 
Daisy says “no more” . 

� �

    Enjoying the  meal and company at the  
Pink Ribbon Breakfast. 

Finishing the  Service with  members of the Congregation  
gathered around the Pascal Candle at the Memorial Service. 

The “sailors”  enjoying refreshments at Couran Cove. 
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I s God Dead?I s God Dead?I s God Dead?I s God Dead?    
 

While glancing through the news today 
I this announcement read 
That modern theologians 
Discover God is dead. 

And then I thought whose God is He 
There are so many kinds, 

There are god’s whose very limit is 
The limit of men’s minds. 

Is that the kind of god some have 
He must be very small, 

And should he be alive or dead 
It matters not at all. 

A god so limited as that  
Would be no use to me: 

I want a God Omnipotent, 
The Eternal Deity. 

A God I cannot comprehend 
Or cannot understand, 

But one who spans the universe 
And holds it in His hand. 

This God, some people say, is dead, 
He cannot be the same 
Creator of the universe, 

He spoke and it was done, 
He is the origin of life 

And by Him life’s begun 
The Alpha and Omega He, 

He is the great I am, 
And yet He condescends to dwell 

Upon this earth with man. 
He reaches out through outer-space 

And plumbs the deepest sea, 
And measures neither time nor space 

But by eternity. 
And yet He sees the sparrow fall 

And hears my feeble cry 
And when you have a God like that 

However could he die? 
The kind of God some people have  

Can somehow be defined, 
And so their God is limited  

To the concepts of their mind. 
He cannot meet their every need 

Or answer when they call: 
Then I agree, their God is dead…. 

Or else he’s far too small. 
 

Written by Frank Wilson, 
White Rock, BC, Canada 

Contributed by Brian Talbot. 
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For attractive lips, speak words of kindness 
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in  
         people 
For a slim figure, share your food with the 
         hungry 
For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her  
         fingers through it once a day 
For poise, walk with the knowledge that 
         you    never walk alone 
People, even more than things, have to be 
         restored, renewed, revived, re
         claimed, and redeemed, never throw 
         out anyone. 
Remember, if  you ever need a helping 
         hand, you will find one an the end of 
         each of your arms. 
As you grow older, you will discover that 
         you    have two hands; one for  
         helping yourself, and the other for 
         helping others. 

Contributed by Ray GibbonsContributed by Ray GibbonsContributed by Ray GibbonsContributed by Ray Gibbons    
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Mother Teresa 
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Our playgroup is thriving mainly due to the school holidays as numbers have 
escalated because older siblings are welcomed.   
 
Our mums look forward to Fridays and we have formed a strong bond with 
each other.  They recently went on a ‘Mums Night Out’  and had a great time.   
 
We are currently planning our ‘Christmas Party’  which is on Friday, 16th De-

cember and it should be great fun with party food lots of games and a Santa who will be distrib-
uting presents. 
 
It has been a great year and we have all had a lot of fun. 

Pat BaileyPat BaileyPat BaileyPat Bailey    

                                                                                                                                        � � � � � � �� � 
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As Schools have now closed for the Christmas 
Holidays This will be our last day of Sunday 
School for 2005.  Sunday School will resume on 
the 22nd of January 2006 
 

I would like to thank all the Children who have 
come to Sunday School and to all the people who 
have brought them. As this is our last day of Sun-
day School each child will receive a little gift. 
Everyone is very welcome to come to Sunday 
School and I am always very pleased to have any-
one join us even if you are just here for the day. 
 

As you enter our church you turn left and go up 
some stairs into the hall to where we hold Sunday School every Sunday at 8-45am except on 
School Holidays. 
 

We have lessons, and then the children color in their papers and make some crafts to suit the les-
sons which we take up to the Altar when we come into Church at the time of the Offertory Hymn. 
The Children return to their parents and then go for a Blessing with their parents while they take 
Communion. 
 

I wish you All the Blessings of Christmas and a very Happy and Healthy  New Year in 2006. 
Margaret BarnesMargaret BarnesMargaret BarnesMargaret Barnes    

Sunday School Teacher,Sunday School Teacher,Sunday School Teacher,Sunday School Teacher,    
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Answers to last Month’s Puzzles:  Answers to last Month’s Puzzles:  Answers to last Month’s Puzzles:  Answers to last Month’s Puzzles:      
“Got it”    Jesus wants us to be truthful and honest.  He does 
not want us to lie and cheat. 
 

“Who or what are we?    Redeemer 
 

“More Bible Questions”  7 deacons, Barnabas came from 
Cyprus,   Stephen was stoned to death;  Candace was queen 
of the Ethiopians 

A couple of quick Bible Questions:  A couple of quick Bible Questions:  A couple of quick Bible Questions:  A couple of quick Bible Questions:      
From what city did Paul Come?  A. Tarsus.   
B. Damascus   C. Samaria   D. Antioch 
Who was Felix’s wife?  A. Bernice   B. Priscilla   
C. Lydia   D.  Drusilla 
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extend to Fr Ken Spreadborough, the clergy and people of the Anglican Parish of Coolangatta extend to Fr Ken Spreadborough, the clergy and people of the Anglican Parish of Coolangatta extend to Fr Ken Spreadborough, the clergy and people of the Anglican Parish of Coolangatta extend to Fr Ken Spreadborough, the clergy and people of the Anglican Parish of Coolangatta ––––Palm Beach our very best Palm Beach our very best Palm Beach our very best Palm Beach our very best 
wishes ,fowishes ,fowishes ,fowishes ,for Christmas  and our prayers that the rest of 2006 will hold many blessings for you and those you love.r Christmas  and our prayers that the rest of 2006 will hold many blessings for you and those you love.r Christmas  and our prayers that the rest of 2006 will hold many blessings for you and those you love.r Christmas  and our prayers that the rest of 2006 will hold many blessings for you and those you love.    
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The oldest extant version 
of the Gospels is the 7th 
Century Lindisfarne or 
Durham Gospels, a Latin 
manuscript produced un-
der Eadfrith, Bishop of 
Durham [698-721CE].  
The manuscript is held in 

the British Museum. 
 
The first complete translation into English 
is the Wessex Gospel, attributed to the 
scholar Aelfric in the 10th Century.  At least 
seven copies are known to exist, most are 
from the 11th or 12th Century. 
 
The Norman Conquest [1066CE] all but 
brought to a halt the work of translation. 

By Fr. Tom StanleyBy Fr. Tom StanleyBy Fr. Tom StanleyBy Fr. Tom Stanley    
In “The Messenger”In “The Messenger”In “The Messenger”In “The Messenger”     

Anglican Parish of Terrace End, N.Z.Anglican Parish of Terrace End, N.Z.Anglican Parish of Terrace End, N.Z.Anglican Parish of Terrace End, N.Z.    
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Serve the Lord with gladness; come before 
Him with joyful singing.          Psalm 100.2 
 

Joy is a sure sign of the Kings approval 
From “From “From “From “Flowers of God’s grace “  Flowers of God’s grace “  Flowers of God’s grace “  Flowers of God’s grace “      

by Catherine Marshallby Catherine Marshallby Catherine Marshallby Catherine Marshall    


